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SUBJECT: UNESCO: FRENCH VIEWS ON TACTICS RE THE 
DECLARATION ON MASS MEDIA 

1 . DELOFFS MET MARCH 3 WITH BERNARD BLIN, FOREIGN 
SECRETARY OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL TELEVISION CORPORATION. 
BLIN IS ALSO PROFESSOR OF COMMUNICATION THEORY AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF PARIS II, AND CHAIRMAN OF THE MEDIA COM- 
MITTEE OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNESCO, IN 
WHICH LATTER CAPACITY WE MET WITH HIM. BLIN WAS 
MEMBER OF FRENCH DELEGATION TO 19TH GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

2. BLIN CONVEYED TO US HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT REPS CURRENTLY LACK CREDIBILITY WHEN THEY 
TALK ABOUT FREEDOM OF THE MEDIA, BECAUSE THEY PROCEED 
FROM THE PREMISE THAT THERE IS COMPLETE FREEDOM OF THE 
MEDIA IN THE U.S. THIS, SAYS BLIN, IS NOT TRUE. 

NOT ONLY IS THERE THE VOA, BUT THERE IS THE FEDERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, WHICH ISSUES LIMITED-TERM 
LICENSES FOR TV STATIONS. FURTHERMORE, THE HIGH COST 
OF GETTING INTO THE NEWSPAPER OR TV BUSINESS IN THE U.S. 
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MEANS THAT ONLY THOSE ENTITIES WITH CONSIDERABLE MONEY 
ARE REALLY ABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS. WHILE THIS IS 
NOT GOVERNMENT CONTROL. IT DOES MEAN THAT THERE IS 
SOMETHING LESS THAN COMPLETE FREEDOM FOR THE EXPRESSION 
OF OPINION. IN THE AREA OF GENERAL FREEDOM OF INFOR- 
MATION, HE REFERRED TO A "JACKSON AMENDMENT," WHICH HE 
DESCRIBED AS RESTRICTING THE PROVISION OF SCIENTIFIC AND 
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION THAT HAS NO NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTEREST, AND RESTRICTING IT NOT ONLY FROM EASTERN 
EUROPEAN DISSEMINATION BUT WESTERN EUROPE AS WELL. THIS 
IS ALL FAIRLY WIDELY KNOWN, SAYS BLIN, AND IF YOU 
TAKE THE POSITION THAT THIS DOESN'T ADD UP TO GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL OF MEDIA POLICY, YOU ARE NOT BELIEVED. 

3. BLIN BELIEVES THAT U.S. CREDIBILITY WOULD BE 
ENHANCED AND U.S. TACTICAL EFFECTIVENESS INCREASED IF 
THE U.S. POSITION WOULD BE BASED ON THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
THAT GOVERNMENTS DO HAVE A RIGHT TO SET SOME SORT OF 
OUTER LIMITS ON THE MEDIA. BUT, HE SAYS, WHAT IS 

NEEDED IS A FORMULA FOR MAKING SUCH AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
WITHOUT OPENING THE FLOOD GATES OF GOVERNMENTAL 
RESTRICTION. HE DID NOT HAVE THE FORMULA. 

4. BLIN SAID THERE MAY ACTUALLY BE A MORE DEMOCRATIC 
MEDIA SITUATION IN SWEDEN, FOR EXAMPLE, WHERE THE 
GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIZES MINIORITY-VIEW NEWSPAPERS. 

5. THE MEETING, ARRANGED AT PERMDEL'S INITIATIVE, WAS 
EXTREMELY CORDIAL, AND BLIN SEEMED GENUINELY GRATEFUL 
THAT WE HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE. (THIS ACTUALLY GREW OUT 
OF THE INITIATIVE OF MR. YVES BRUNSVIK, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
FRENCH NATIONAL COMMISSION , WHO LAST FALL PROPOSED THE 
PRODUCTIVE MEETING BETWEEN BLIN AND FRED HARTLEY OF 
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IO/UNESCO. HOWEVER, BLIN SEEMS TO REGARD TODAY'S 
MEETING AS A NEW INITIATIVE, AND IS GIVING US CREDIT FOR 
IT.) HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CONTINUING DIALOGUE 
WITH US, AND IN PARTICULAR, VOLUNTEERED TO SEE US AGAIN 
SHORTLY, AFTER HE HAS RECEIVED AN ADVANCE COPY OF THE 
SECOND OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE MASS MEDIA DECLARATION 
DRAFT, WHICH IS CURRENTLY ON THE DESK OF DG M'BOW. 
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